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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
100 South Main Street

East Peoria, illinois 61611
Phone: (309) 698-4715

Charles F. Dobbelaire
July 22, 2004 Mayor

Mr. Eric Therkildsen, PE

Hlinois Department of Transportation
401 Main Street

Peoria, IL. 61602-1111

RE: Illinois Route 29 Design Study

Dear Mr. Therkildsen:

The City of East Peoria has long been a supporter of a direct Peoria to Chicago highway -
built to Interstate standards. The benefits to the entire region of such a road improvement
have been well documented.

Unfortunately, the proposed Illinois Route 29 improvement will not be the Peoria to
Chicago highway that is needed. The improvements will at best provide only limited
benefits to the northern growth sections of Peoria and to communities north of Peoria. If
transportation dollars were not so precious, we would be supportive.

- Instead of spending limited funds on the Illinois Route 29 proposal, we need to prioritize
our transportation resources and use them to build a true Peoria to Chicago interstate
connection, utilizing whatever corridor that professional engineers recommend. We
suggest reviving the engineering study that was quashed before the analysis was
completed and a recommendation made public.

Sincerely,

Warbee F D4 LS

Charles F. Dobbelaire ok

Mayor ! »oT ¢
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Illinois Route 29 Study

Need & Cost
This project as it has been defined is simply not needed. It cannot be justified in terms of traffic needs. It is
a tremendous overkill in terms of the needed safety improvements that should be considered. The argument
that it is an economic development opportunity is flawed. If an equivalent amount were more directly
invested in our communities the economic impacts would help much more. It will simply redirect
development to a new, unplanned corridor, hurting many existing small town businesses, helping a few big
developers.

Bald Eagle Nesting & Winter roosting

As an active Peoria Audubon member, and having participated in citizen science projects including the
mid-winter Bald Eagle count, I know that all of the proposed routes will have a negative impact on our
national symbol, the Bald Eagle. I know for a fact that the routes come dangerously close to at least 2 eagle
nesting locations. Eagles have made a wonderful recovery in the US over the past 25 years, but in Illinois it
is still rare for Eagles to nest, especially with the very limited habitat available. Further endangering this
summer nesting and winter roosting habitat would be shameful.

Miller-Andersen Woods
With the limited traffic flow in this area, and the very sensitive nature of this, and all wetlands, absolutely
no road expansion (expansion of the footprint) should even be considered in this area. With that being said,

alternate routes that cross above on the bluffs would also be a terrible waste of the very limited bluff habitat
that is still intact.

Peoria Lakes Impacts

With the tremendous public and political support for preservation and restoration of the Peoria Lakes any
major watershed change, such as this, should be designed to have ZERO negative impact on sediment
delivery to the river. I do not believe that realistic estimates of these costs have been taken into account.

Woodland bird impacts

Studies have shown that there are serious and measurable impacts on both forest and grassland breeding
bird populations up to a mile away from a four-lane road vs. a two-lane road. This of course would be even
worse in areas where the new road is across existing farm or woodland.

‘What does need to be done...

If the Chillicothe railroad viaduct were to be replaced with a modern, safe structure and a few passing lanes
added in the north and central stretches 99% of the users would be satisfied. This could easily be
accomplished in an environmentally friendly way and within a responsible amount of tax payer funding.

It is time for IDOT to make it clear to the community that this project is not feasible, both in terms of
environmental impacts and fiscal responsibility. At the same time citizens need to help make it clear to our
politicians that decisions on projects like this should be made based on the data and analysxs of the
professionals and not simply at their whim.

Thanks for your consideration on this important issue.
Rick Fox

15215 N. Ivy Lake Road

Chillicothe, IL 61523

Please keep my name on the mailing list for future updates
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.

I am very pleased to see the detailed plans and engineering which has been put into the development of the RT 29

Design Study. Your planners have taken great pains to egamine environmental concerns, farmland and drainage issues,

and_impact upon the Chillicothe, Sparland, Henry, and Putnam communities.

Theee is a very strong need, not only in terms of transportation, but also for economic development, which is

critical to the construction of this highway. Your plans Took GREAT -- it is now time to obtain funding, begin Tand

acquisition, and let contracts with the road construction companies. The Rt 29 Section should have been completed
|

at the time of the Rt 6 Peoria By-pass to Chillicothe, to connect with Interstate 180.

I strongly advocate moving forward -- it will be in the long-term best interests of everyone concerned. The cost

will continue to rise, and ultimately, this highway will need to be completed.

Thank you for your excellent design and planning efforts!

Name: Bob Frazee

Affiliation:
Address: 1105 Malibu Drive, Henry, IL 61537

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary
[0 Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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o = 803 Boy Scout Road
NPURMRNTATION Chillicothe, IL 61523
LoC. Ao, e
ORERATIONS
Mr. Eric Therkildsen, P.E. R

Program Development Engineer - iy o
Division of Highways/District4  § , INVESTIGATE & REPORT _
Illinois Department of Transportati & -
401 Main Street

Peoria, IL 61602

=]

Dear Mr. Therkildsen:

Route 29 South Section, Alternative S=4

We have lived at 803 Boy Scout Road over 20 years enjoying the peace and quiet of country
living. ... specifically that is the reason we bought our house on Boy Scout Road. The proposed
Route 29 South Section, Alternative S-4 Freeway would destroy this way of living!

We are vehemently opposed to Alternative S-4 cutting across Boy Scout/Neil road blocking
access to and from our home.

The constant traffic noise would be deafening, not to mention the dangerous exhaust fumes
that would be emitted from vehicles.

Such a Freeway would significantly lower the value of our house, destroy our standard of
living, and pose a health hazard to our fresh air.

Such a Freeway would destroy the habitats of the abundant wildlife we have come to love,
not to mention the danger they would pose to themselves and to drivers by walking onto the
Freeway.

We read everyday about the State’s fiscal crisis yet you are ready to spend $500 Million on a
project that is not needed. Ronald Reagan was right when he stated, “it seems a Bureaucrats first
Jjob is to protect the Bureaucracy”. We already have a 4-lane highway (Route 29) running from
Peoria to Chillicothe. If you want to spend the money wisely, widen Route 29 north of
Chillicothe. That’s needed! We don’t need a 2-4-lane highway running parallel to each other
only a couple miles apart. What is the logic in that?

In summary, we are opposed to the entire Route 29 proposal, but most definitely to the
proposed freeway being built on our front doorstep!

There has to be a better alternative than this.
Thank you, and we look forward to your reply.

W Sincerely, ")
T OF TRAN o TR
NRECE!VEDSPO’?&;/\/ e T H'QQM

":\?:\ N\
Allen and Jahet Gass
JUL 26 200%

p

IA lL\
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.
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July 22, 2004
Eric Therkildsen
IDOT

Peoria, IL

Dear Mr. Therkildsen:

I attended the public meeting at Three Sisters Park on July 15, 2004 concerning the
Illinois route 29 study. IDOT’s exhibit was excellent and very informative. Thank you for
giving the public the chance to see the plan with out the propaganda.

This letter represents the view of the Heart of Illinois Sierra Club. We are opposed to the
route 29 upgrade for the following reasons: the probable negative impact on the nature
preserves the highway will run adjacent to; the construction impact on soil erosion; the
disruption of living quality to those with homes along the route; the cost to taxpayers,
with what we believe to be very little benefit.

Given the many flip-flops Congressman LaHood has performed over the past 10 years
concerning the “Peoria to Chicago highway” it wouldn’t surprise anyone if he changes
his mind once again and pulls the plug on this project....at considerable cost to the
public.

Heart of Illinois Sierra Club votes “NO” on the Route 29 upgrade.

Thank you for considering our viewpoint.

4/?0444;”

Ralph Ginn, Executive Committee , Heart of Illinois Sierra Club
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Name: Kauuu G—mpf

Affiliation: /JAA#MM DS IAA,

Address: 7?37 CTY R0 (356.4/
/"/{’n/d s 6/5’?7

' rf
Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
[0 Piease add my name to the mailing list.

[0 Please remove my name from the mailing Iis}. f ;, :
,a.n#/,\;z‘;: /gf%'l&/%u&émvm’\ %MV‘M%’“ “’?(’é‘fj it
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If yoH have guestions, comments, or opinions related to this study, ; RS e
please gomplete this comment form. A R TRSRHE LTI
MMM 2 % i/ Ty o

i it % i JUL 15 7igd ';

| i k

‘Zﬂ % ./V@,idq/”% % : Affiliation:
75 Lo o o on dOA A8 ) Ndwss j2i e A 552 E
Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.

FPlease add my name to the mailing list.
[J Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.

’!U/Lw\ MMM Lo
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[ JUL 14 o
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el 1<

Name: /(UA,&,«, M
Affiliation: M»M 17/ (7»[2/}4/;3/
Address: _ Y | 3 W/v\ W M G'[ 57

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
[J Please add my name to the mailing list.

[ Please remove my name from the maliling list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study, ' f{"""__‘,{:* ’ =,
please complete this comment form. E(' K JUL 15 7o J
.~ IR
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Name: 7%”/47)7 {/@ é’/g)ﬂf/%

Affiliation:

Address: }7 59 /g;(j 253>

/47%9//»% T 4HI52A

Please fold, tape, and maii No envelope or postage is necessary.

jﬁ\Please add my name to the mailing list.
O Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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[ e Mimois Rowte 29 Sitwdy

If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study
please complete this comment form.
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b&JMI/WO Name: %WQ( @/WW)
7[‘)‘% W/W ‘meﬁ«fz Affiliation: %E—é

Www/ I‘{' M&/‘WMM%M Address: /2]73 AOM)Z’:{ M //5_0/(/ QZ@MJL{,[ &/0'3

MOOT’%MMWJWJ vridao

Oh_309- 3ud- 379U
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Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary
O Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.
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Mone v B.tten SgJ@qu ow A 5’:&:&0 N r y
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Name: A7 £ Ad KHeraTe3
Affiliation:
Address: 1S Houded ¢F. B twaur T <y

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
mlease add my name to the mailing list.
[ Please remove my name from the mailing list.




COMMENT FORM

The Minois Rowte 29 Siwdy

If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to thls study,
please complete this comment form.

Wed. July 7, 2004

Dear Mr. Therkildsen:

We received the 29 Update, Illinois Rt. 29

Design Study on July 6, 2004, which does not

allow a response within 10 days of the July 14,

2004 meeting at the Henry-Senachwine High School.

we plan on attending the July 14th meeting

and hope that some of our concerns may be

addressed,

We live in the Lake Thunderbird Community,

which at present,has over 425 homes, half of

which are part time, We relv on the Henry Fire

and ambulance service for coverage on the south

side of the development and the Tiskilwa Fire

Digtrict services for the north side, as well as

the Putnam County Sheriff Department.

What are the plans for access to Route 29

from the main entrance of Lake Thunderbird, which

_ig Senachwine Valley Road ( Township Road )

located approximately twe (2) miles north of

Name: _Mary Iou & Kenneth Hakenjos
Affiliation: Lake Thunderbird Association
Address: 15 _Hunter Court Putnam, Illinois:;

the town of Putnam?

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary
[J Please remove my name from the mailing list.



COMMENT FORM

If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to thls study,
please complete this comment form.

“Tate e Finy Rrvd

. L
MZ/KW&: ,ﬁé

wfﬁ J/&éﬁ;‘éﬁf’ M/J %M

Name: )AW

Affiliation: | ZM M

Address: jg/ﬁf/ﬂw/ﬂ%bév/{f

L i wrd S22

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary
[0 Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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- “The Jllivois Rowde 29 Shudy (2

If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study, r TR S,
lease complete this comment form. : 7 o
| () p W ({ JUL 1 5 7L ¥
(4 R P Led] W /
M%‘l M @ R /C( M ‘K\\ !j‘ ' ;A',; AR f:;:;. ,, . _ :

M PR o ff B NER wﬂx{mﬁ @n RAKor &

’ﬁe/u,&e/c.)/ucIQ; WL@M
s P> %ﬂw\% o e 74 a Ay

Name: ma)._ﬁﬁé@

Affiliation: %e W Vool hid wred

Addreggwﬁ&@()aw MM’WWM
WM '

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary. |
[0 Please add my name to the mailing list. -

O Please remove my name from the mailing list.
i
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study
please complete this comment form.

Lo oNaT nleedd s Koed ! TR
um need K é;mw AT oSS L NP

testd Cpngli e “Th'e Lot toad ‘

Name: N\ Zﬂﬂébz é%@ )
Affiliation: ~
Address: /4/4/ 7 /\/ (Zf;u /4@ % /
o tiesite T, et

Please fold, tape, and mail. No enveiope or postage is necessary.
lease add my name to the mailing list.
[0 Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.

The Jllinois Route 29 5Jﬂ)\dﬂ

JUL 157804 )

Do uot fiteld e 27

OIPaNS 07~ L)y A ///ujé/‘

p2y 14X W,g/aﬁ\ Lo N

AV AN, AV V1Y) rPaud %
/h

bd g At P scalle s

I nois pe s o

Sthart " 04wy . 7 AS

‘74//" U /73/:/@/‘ 71%»4&%7 p@/ < /@’4:) ~ Name: /Z/Zj :/7‘)//3_ /%?/{V

Affiliation:

SCrocd Latbds Nz iy [ o JSI/7 1] Tl [(afe. b

S —

CALill fp% R Lrsas

Please fold, tape, and ma;l No envelope or postage is necessary.

Please add my name to the mailing list.
. 0 Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form.

£ X c4— L. e arep e Ths
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&.A/wle/\ S0 ardh sheted
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Neme: Dawiel  E. HAYWARD
Affiliation: ffoyo omumen
T/&M/KL) Address: (207 N, Resewcy PK PL

C#lcuﬁéfé‘f) L L1525

Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
@Please add my name to the mailing list.

O Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form. '

¥ (} . ‘
] JUL 18 7uns
)

i

i, w%%—@ At w100
e put- gosple 5.0 dothe foot AMW

Ltao &7 Nt VI

PSRRI
a/ w%w 0/(%7* M&Mg&i@@é@&
5 éﬂvé/ D Aeld T palt A dpeseet . -

Name: @éL /MW@{@/

Affiliation: WW ) ,

CM_‘ZQ_QK__L&%/&//J// Address: _ /2307 M- /eﬂéyp?x\
Ly S
7  Chtlesse 0 1533
Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.

O Please add my name to the mailing list.
O Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,

pleage complete this comment form.
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Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list.
[ Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study.
please complete this comment form.
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Affiliation: /%M@ cpr f TELC
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Please fold, tape, and mail. No envelope or postage is necessary.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list.
[ Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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If you have questions, comments, or opinions related to this study,
please complete this comment form. :
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4) CuSC THE soeSy SORT o) 7H7S {‘: : |
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pg ‘: NER T | Please fold, tape, and mail. No enyelope or postage is necessary.
4 : @ Please add my name to the mailing list.

O Please remove my name from the mailing list.
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